CHAPTER |
INTRODUCTION

This chapter covers: (a) the background of the study, (b) statements of
the problem, (c) objectives of the study, (d) significances of the study, (e)
variables of study, (f) hypothesis, (g) scope and limitation, (h) definition of key

terms, (i) the framework of the discussion.

A. Background of The Study

In the last decade, English has become the most popular foreign language
used for communication between people who do not share the same first language.
As Harmer point out, English is spoken by at least a quarter of the world’s
population. It is important, too, to realize that this means it is not spoken by three
quarter of the population. However, it is clear from the way its use has grown in
the last decade that this situation is about to change.® It means English is really
important for our life, especially for development of knowledge, science, culture,

and relationship among country.

To most people, mastering the art of speaking is the single most important
aspect of learning a second or foreign language, and success is measured in terms
of the ability to carry out the conversation in the language.? Speaking can be
aspects of both performance and competence.® Speaking in English is still difficult

for most students in Indonesia. English is learned as a foreign language in
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Indonesia and Indonesian students rarely speak English in their daily lives. In
English learning, students are seldom to practice their speaking because they are
afraid of making mistakes. “Students are often reluctant to speak because they are
shy and not predisposed to express themselves in front of other people, especially
when they are being asked to give personal information or opinions”.4 Therefore,
the students should learn how to speak English correctly and fluently because the
function of speaking is conveying the ideas and thoughts. One of the ways to
achieve the goal as reflected in learning speaking is with communicative language

teaching (CLT).

Communicative language teaching (CLT) is one of the method which
suites with the major purpose on teaching speaking skills. According to the
Harmer, activities in CLT typically involve students in real or realistic
communication, where the successful achievement of the communicative task
they are performing is at least as important as the accuracy of their language use.’
One of Communicative language teaching (CLT) that can be used by the teacher in

teaching speaking is Role Play. In Role Play the students are forced to speak in

direct conversation.

Role play is chosen as one of the tasks in this course to create a situation
for the learners to actively interact in the language, thereby making the language
learning more meaningful. At the same time, the learners are introduced to the

different learning styles -- listening, remembering, discussing, writing and
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presenting.® As well as the more formal role play situations in the classroom it is
good to make room for role play where the children themselves have set the
context and it is up to the adults to gently observe and support the learning. But
imaginative play is more than children having fun. It has a crucial part to play in
their intellectual and social development. The ability to make one thing stand for
another, to picture things that are not there, are critical features in the growth of

both thought and language.

Role play activities are similar to skits in that students are expected to act.
However, unlike skits, students are not provided with lines but are given a situation
and roles to play.” This method is similar to drama, but it doesn’t need detailed
script to play. In addition, using Role Play means the teacher brings learning to
life; it can help the students to feel the influences and pressures in their role. It is

suggested that role is particularly effective with attitudinal issues.

Liu in his research to the some students of Beijing City University found
that the activity of Role Play is more effective in arousing the college students’
motivation in speaking English than using oral English test.® Students with high
motivation can be more interested in speaking English. He also stated that when
students are motivated to learn, they try harder to understand the material thereby

learn more deeply, resulting in better ability to transfer what they have learned to
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new situation.® So that’s why teacher should let the students have the motivation of

speaking is very important to English teaching.

Role play is used for examining oral production. Directed conversation
examinations involve role-playing and thus include many extra-linguistic factors.
Two or three students were given a situation and then assigned roles, for example,
one may be told to act as a policeman, another bus conductor, and the third as a
passenger. The passenger is hurrying to catch a bus but the buss is full. He has got
on the bus but the conductor tells him to get off. He can see an empty seat and he
began to argue. The students then enact the roles they have been given, using
appropriate registers of language, etc.'® There are many situations that the teacher
can manipulate in Role Play based on the material taught. All genre of text can be
taught by Role Play. Role Play shouldn't be scripted out in detail; instead teachers
should give the student a general scenario with different elements and suggested

ideas for complications to occur.

As one of teaching technique, Role Play is suggested for developing
speaking skill. Ladousse suggested Role Play to be perhaps the most flexible
technique in the range of communicative technique and with suitable and effective
role play exercise; teachers can meet an infinite variety of needs.** By using Role
Play in teaching speaking can promote interaction in the classroom because Role
Play itself is communicative technique which develops fluency in language

students. Other expert also suggested that through Role Play, students can
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experience many kind of situation in which they will use the language; and as they
develop a sense of mastery in them, they should be able to apply the language
more easily to new situation.*?So it helps the individual to become more flexible

and develops a sense of mastery in many situations.

The writer believes communicative language teaching method (CLT) can
solve the problem faced in the speaking class activities and make students more
interested and more desirable to communicate and interact in many possibilities
they have. Students must use the opportunity to express their opinions, feelings,
and to get some of information and to make a situation which can involve students

in real communication.

The problem appeared in learning speaking skills at SMA Muhammadiyah
Palangka Raya, the students often find some problems. The problem frequently
found is that their native language causes them difficult to use the foreign
language. Students are seldom to practice their speaking because they are afraid of
making mistakes. As Harmer stated “students are often reluctant to speak because
they are shy and not predisposed to express themselves in front of other people,

especially when they are being asked to give personal information or opinions”.13

Prior to this research, preliminary observation to the school has been

conducted. An English teacher, Mrs. Siti Arofah** was interviewed to investigate
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the teaching learning in speaking class, she stated that students have the lack
understanding in applying micro skills that is communicative functions according

to situations, participants, and goals™.

Due to the case above, it was assumed that the students have difficulties on
speaking skills and one of the methods namely Communicative language teaching
(CLT) can influence student’s speaking ability. Therefore, it was considered
essential to conduct an investigation to explore more on adapting Communicative
language teaching (CLT) toward speaking skills in SMA Muhammadiyah

Palangka Raya. Therefore, the writer tried to raise a research Entitled:

The Effectiveness of Communicative Language Teaching (CLT) on
speaking skills of the eleventh grade Students of SMA Muhammadiyah

Palangka Raya.

B. Statement of The Problem
Does Communicative language teaching (CLT) have any significant
effects on speaking skills at the eleventh grade students of SMA Muhammadiyah

Palangka Raya?

C. Objective of The Study
To measure the effect of Communicative language teaching (CLT) on
speaking skills at the eleventh grade students of SMA Muhammadiyah Palangka

Raya.
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D. Significances of The Study

There were some significances of this study namely first, theoretically, the
result of this study may become a useful evaluation for SMA Muhammadiyah
Palangka Raya which was expected to support the theory in improving students’
skill in Speaking activity. Second, practically, this study was also to give
contribution as the material for the other researchers. Then, this study had given
contribution as the library references. Next, this research can become a source of
information for teachers to innovate or develop the way of their teaching. Finally,

this study was as the way to improve the knowledge for the writer.

E. Variables of the study
Variable is an attribute or characteristic, value of man, object or activity
which it has variants that there are two variables of this study, as below:
1. Independent variable
Independent variable of this study was Communicative language teaching
(CLT) as a method that was implemented on English speaking skills (X).
2. Dependent variable
Dependent variable of this study was the student’s speaking scores who

involved in this study (Y).

F. Hypothesis
A research hypothesis could be defined as ‘a tentative explanation that
accounts for a set of facts and could be tested by further investigation’, as we

mentioned earlier. In experimental research, it traditionally looked at two distinct



types of hypotheses: the null hypothesis and the alternative hypothesis. The
alternative hypothesis was the one want to be true, the null hypothesis was the
opposite.'® Hypothesis is a predict answer of research’s question.'” The hypothesis
is a powerful tool in scientific inquiry.’® In this study, there were alternative
hypothesis (Ha) and null hypothesis (Ho).

1. Alternative hypothesis (Ha)

There was significant effect of using Communicative language teaching
(CLT) toward students’ speaking scores at eleventh grade of SMA
Muhammadiyah Palangka Raya.

2. Null hypothesis (Ho)

There was no significant effect of using Communicative language teaching

(CLT) toward students’ speaking scores at eleventh grade of SMA

Muhammadiyah Palangka Raya.

G. Scope and Limitation

The writer used Communicative language teaching (CLT) as means to
measure the effects on speaking. The implementation of Communicative language
teaching (CLT) limited on the speaking skills at congratulating and
complimenting material by Role Play technique with the description of students’

speaking performance to the content of pronunciation, grammar, vocabulary and
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especially at the fluency of monologue by 64 students of eleventh grade of natural

science program class in SMA Muhammadiyah Palangka Raya.

H. Definition of Key Terms
There are some definitions of the key terms as follows:

1. An effectiveness is a difference between or among population means. In the
present study, Communicative language teaching (CLT) is said to have
effects on speaking skills if the qualities of the speaking using
Communicative language teaching (CLT) are different from the qualities of
the speaking without using Communicative language teaching. The
differences between the two speaking products are the result of using
Communicative laguage teaching. On the other hand, a Communicative
language teaching (CLT) is said to have no effects on speaking skills if the
qualities of the speaking using Communicative language teaching (CLT) are
the same or almost the same as the qualities of the speaking without using
Communicative language teaching (CLT).

2. Communicative language teaching (CLT) is one of methods which design to
help the English learners to use the target language for  daily
communication that can improve the students’ knowledge and skill
especially in speaking skill.

3. Role Play refers to a method that is creating a dramatic situation in a
classroom, or in a part, simply acting out dialogues, but also in part

relabelling objects and people in the room to prepare for imaginative Role
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Play.™ It can be a method to prepare students for doing their improvisation in
speaking.

4. Speaking is an interactive process of constructing meaning that involves
producing, receiving, and processing information.*

5. Experimental study is the event planned and carried out by the researcher to
gather evidence relevant to the hypotheses. It is research studies design for

establishing causal relationships.*

I.  Framework of Discussion

The framework of the discussion of this study could be drawn as follows:

Chapter | explained about an introduction that consisted of the background
of the study, statements of the problem, objectives of the study, significances of
the study, variables of study, hypothesis, scope and limitation, definition of key
terms, the framework of the discussion.

Chapter Il presented a review of related literature on approaches to
understand about Communicative language teaching (CLT). The chapter began
with the related literatures, nature of speaking, Communicative language teaching
(CLT) and teaching speaking at senior high school.

Chapter 111 was research method consisted of research design, approach,
time and place of study, population and sample, source of data, research
instrument, validity of instrument, reliability of instrument, data collecting

procedures, and data analysis.
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Chapter 1V was result of the study consisted of the presentation of data,
result of data analysis and discussion.

Chapter V was closig consisted of conclusion and suggestion.



