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THE EFFECTIVENESS OF USING ENGLISH COMIC STRIPS  

IN WRITING NARRATIVE TEXTS OF THE TENTH GRADERS OF SMA 

MUHAMMADIYAH PALAGKA RAYA 

 

ABSTRACT 

The purpose of the study was to find out significant difference of the 

students’ English writing scores between those who are taught using comic strips 

and who taught are using non-comic strips of X graders students of SMA 

Muhammadiyah of Palangka Raya. 

In this study, the writer used quantitative research type with comparatives 

design to answer the problem of the study. The population of this study consist of 

X graders students of SMA Muhammadiyah Palangka Raya were 112 students. 

The writer took two classes as the samples of this research. They were X
1
 as 

Control Group, class X
2
 as Experiment Group to get the data of the study, the 

writer used two methods; they are test and documentation. The writer used written 

test, where the students were asked to complete a narrative text using suitable 

words that provided, then the writer corrected and analyzed. 

After getting the data, the writer analyzed the data used t – test. The main 

finding of the study showed that tobserved was -6.096.  Then, it was consulted with 

ttable (tt) which db or df = (N1 + N2) – 2 was (22 + 24) – 2 = 44. Significant 

standard 5% ttable (tt) = 2.015 and significant standard 1% ttable (tt) = 2.692. So, 

2.015 < 6.096 > 2.692. It can be said that since the value of tobserved (6.096) was 

higher than ttable in the 5% (2.015) and 1% (2.692) level of significance, it could be 

interpreted that there is a significant difference between who are taught using 

comic strips and who are taught using non-comic strips of tenth graders students 

of SMA Muhammadiyah of Palangka Raya. 
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KEEFEKTIFAN PENGGUNAAN MEDIA KOMIK STRIP BERBAHASA 

INGGRIS UNTUK MENINGKATKAN KEMAMPUAN BAHASA 

INGGGRIS SISWA DALAM PENULISAN TEKS NARRATIVE PADA 

SISWA KELAS SEPULUH DI SMA MUHAMMADIYAH PALANGKA 

RAYA 

 

ABSTRAK 

  

Tujuan dasar dilakukannya penelitian ini adalah untuk mengetahui 

perbedaan yang signifikan pada nilai-nilai siswa menulis bahasa Inggris antara 

siapa yang diajarkan menggunakan materi asli dan siapa yang diajarkan 

menggunakan materi tidak asli pada siswa kelas X SMA Muhammadiyah 

Palangka Raya.  

Pada penelitian ini, penulis menggunakan pendekatan kuantitatif dengan 

desain penelitian perbandingan untuk menjawab permasalahan penelitian tersebut. 

Populasi pada penelitian ini terdiri atas  siswa kelas X SMA Muhammadiyah 

Palangka Raya dengan jumlah sebanyak 112 siswa. Sampel yang ditentukan 

menggunakan cluster sampling dan berdasarkan rekomendasi dari guru bahasa 

Inggris di sekolah tersebut.  Untuk mendapatkan data, penulis menggunakan dua 

metode yaitu; test dan dokumentasi. Bentuk tes yang digunakan adalah tes tertulis, 

dimana siswa diminta untuk melengkapi teks narrative rumpang menggunakan 

kata-kata yang sesuai yang sudah tersedia, kemudian penulis mengoreksi dan 

menganalisa hasil tes tersebut.  

Setelah mendapatkan data, penulis menganalisa data menggunakan t – test. 

Temuan utama dari penelitian ini menunjukkan bahwa tobserved adalah 2.069 yang 

db atau df = (N1 + N2 ) – 2 adalah (22 + 24) – 2 = 44. Standar Signifikasi 5% ttable 

(tt) = 2.015 dan Standar Signifikasi 1% ttable (tt) = 2.692. Jadi, 2.015 < 2.069 > 

2.692. Ini dapat dikatakan nilai tobserved (2.069) adalah lebih besar dari pada ttable 

5% (2.015) dan 1% (2.692) tingkat signifikasi, ini dapat diterangkan bahwa ada 

perbedaan yang signifikan antara siapa yang diajarkan menggunakan materi asli 

dan siapa yang diajarkan menggunakan materi tidak asli pada siswa kelas X SMA 

Muhammadiyah Palangka Raya. 

 

 

 

Kata Kunci : Komik strips, Kemampuan Menulis Siswa, Narrative 
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MOTTO 

 

Try not to become a man of success, but rather 

try to become a man of value 

Albert Eistein 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



xi 
 

DEDICATION 

This thesis dedicated for: 

My Beloved Father M.kasah. 

Thanks for being my best daddy. Thanks for your love, your time, and everything 
that you have given to me. I love you because of Allah. 

 

My Lovely Mother Norani. 
Thanks for everything. Your are my soul, my spirit, and the best Mom ever in my 

life. 
I love you because of Allah. 

 

My beloved Brothers Pahri Husaini and M.Zainuri.  

Thanks for the time that we have spent together. Your laugh is my spirit. 
 

My Groom to be Imam Ibnu Malik, S.Pd.  

Thanks for your help and your suggestion to finish my study. Thanks for your 
time and your love that complete my life. 

 

My sweet Friends Ika Rahcmawati, Nia Asrariah and Siti Soleha. 

Thanks for being my best friends ever. 
 

My Friend’s forever  Fitria Aggreani,hawasul Haqaillah,Anita Wulandari, Riska 

Zettira, Solehatul Khairiyah, Nita Pujiana,     

Thanks for being my “crazy” friends. Thanks for the time that we have spent 
together. 

 

All of My Friends in TBI’010. Thanks for everything. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



xii 
 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

 The first thanks to Allah SWT, who has given me the mercy and the 

blessing, so the writer can finish this thesis well. Then, the writer would like to 

give her greatest grateful to: 

1. Dr. Ibnu Elmi AS. Pelu, SH, MH., as the Rector of  IAIN Palangka Raya for 

his direction and permission of conducting this thesis; 

2. Triwid S.N.M. Pd, as the Chair of the Department of Education for his 

permission so that the writer can accomplish the requirements for 

composing this thesis. 

3. M. Zaini Miftah, M.Pd, as the Coordinator of the English Education Study 

Program for his permission so that the writer can accomplish the 

requirements for composing this thesis. 

4. Santi Erliana, M.Pd., as the first advisor for the advice, suggestion, 

guidance, and encouragement in conducting and composing this thesis. 

5. Zulida Arifa, M. Pd., as the second advisor for the guidance, encouragement, 

and suggestions during composing this thesis. 

6. Drs. M. Ramli, M.Pd., as the Headmaster of SMA Muhammadiyah Palangka 

Raya for her permission in conducting study at the school. 

7. Lidiya Shanti, S. Pd., as the English teacher of SMA Muhammadiyah 

Palangka Raya for her suggestion and help. 

8. All Tenth Grade students of SMA Muhammadiyah Palangka Raya in 

academic year 2014/2015 for their helping to finish this study. 



xiii 
 

9. All teaching staffs of the English Study Program for their valuable 

knowledge. 

10. All of my friend of TBI 2010 

Last, the writer is very sincere thanks to researcher’s parents, brothers 

and sisters who always give their supports, praying, and affections sincerely to the 

researcher’s effort in doing the study.  

The writer realizes that the research is still far from the perfect, 

therefore some constructive critical and suggestions are warmly welcome. 

Hopefully, may Allah keep us on the straight path and reward us for what we have 

done and this can be useful for all of us. 

  

      Palangka Raya, Juni 19
th

, 2015 

  

Siti Qomariah 

SRN.1001120545 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



xiv 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

          page 

 

COVER OF PAGE. .......................................................................................... i 

LIST OF THE APPROVAL. .......................................................................... ii 

OFFICIAL NOTE. ..........................................................................................iii 

LIST OF LEGALIZATION. ........................................................................... iv 

DECLARATION OF AUTHENTICATION. ................................................. v 

ABSTRACT. ................................................................................................... vi 

ABSTRAKSI. ................................................................................................ vii 

MOTTO. ........................................................................................................viii 

DEDICATION. ............................................................................................... ix 

ACKNOWLEDMENTS. ................................................................................ x 

TABLE OF CONTENTS. ..............................................................................xiii 

LIST OF TABLES. ........................................................................................ xv 

LIST OF FIGURES. ...................................................................................... xvi 

LIST OF ABBREVIATION. ........................................................................  xvii 

LIST OF APPENDICES. ..............................................................................xviii 

 

CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION. ................................................................. 1 

A. Background of the Study. ...................................................... 1 

B. Problem of the Study. ............................................................ 4 

C. Objective of the Study. .......................................................... 4 

D. Hypothesis. ............................................................................ 4 

E. Significance of the Study. ..................................................... 5 

F. Scope and Limitation of the Study. ....................................... 5 

G. Variables of the Study. .......................................................... 6 

H. Assumption. .......................................................................... 6 

I. Definition of the Key Terms. ................................................ 6 

J. Framework of the Discussion. .............................................. 7 

 

CHAPTER II REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE. ........................ 8 

A. Previous Studies. ................................................................... 8 

B. The Nature of Writing. .......................................................... 9 

1. Definition of Writing. ....................................................... 9 

2. The Types of Writing. ..................................................... 10 

3. Process Writing. .............................................................. 12 

4. The Assessment of Writing. ............................................ 14 

C. Nature of Media. .................................................................. 16 

1. Definition of Media. ........................................................ 16 

2. The Importance of Teaching Media. ............................... 17 

3. Kinds of Media. ............................................................... 18 

4. Functions of Media in Teaching-Learning Process. ........ 19 

D. Nature of Narrative. ............................................................. 20 

1. Definition of Narrative Text. ........................................... 20 



xv 
 

2. The Structure of Narrative Text. ..................................... 22 

3. Example of Narrative Text. ............................................. 24 

E. Nature of Comic. .................................................................. 25 

1. Definition of English Comic Strips. ................................ 25 

2. Kinds of Comic Strips. .................................................... 27 

3. Strengths of English Comic Strips. ................................. 28 

4. Application of English Comic Strips. .............................. 28 

5. The Principle in Using Comic Strips. .............................. 29 

6. The Procedures of Implementing Comic Strips. ............. 30 

7. Teaching Writing Using Comic Strips. ........................... 30 

8. Scoring Method. .............................................................. 31 

 

CHAPTER III METHODOLOGY. ........................................................... 34 

A. Research Type. ..................................................................... 34 

B. Research Design. .................................................................. 35 

C. Population and Sample. ........................................................ 37 

D. Research Instruments. .......................................................... 39 

E. Research Instrument Validity. .............................................. 42 

F. Research Instrument Try Out. .............................................. 44 

G. Data Collection..................................................................... 45 

H. Data Analysis. ...................................................................... 46 

 

CHAPTER IV RESULT OF THE STUDY. .............................................. 50 

A. Description of the Data. ....................................................... 50 

B. Testing Hypothesis Using Ttest. ............................................ 57 

C. Testing Hypothesis Using SPSS Program. .......................... 60 

D. Interpretation. ....................................................................... 62 

E. Discussion. ........................................................................... 63 

 

CHAPTER V DISCUSSION. ...................................................................... 67 

A. Conclusion. .......................................................................... 67 

B. Suggestion. ........................................................................... 68 

 

REFERENCES 

APPENDICES 

CURRICULUM VITAE 

 

 

 

 

 

 



xvi 
 

LIST OF TABLES 

 

TABLE                                                                                                               PAGE 

Table 3.1Scoring rubric for the Measurement of Writing Test ........................   32 

Table 3.2 Design of Pre-test and Post-test .......................................................  37 

Table 3.3 The Sample of Study ........................................................................   38 

Table 3.4 Scoring of Writing Test ...................................................................   40 

Table 3.5 Syllabus of Writing Narrative Text ..................................................   43 

Table 3.6 Signification of Content Validity  ....................................................   43 

Table 4.1Comparison of Pre Test and Post test Score of Experimental ..........  50 

Table 4.2 Frequency Distribution of the Pretest Score of Experimental Class..  52 

Table 4.3 The Table for students writing progress ........................................   54 

Table 4.4 The Standard Deviation and Standard Error X1 and X2 

Manual calculation ........................................................................   58 

Table 4.5 The Result of T-test..........................................................................   59 

Table 4.6The Standard Deviation and Standard Error X1and X2 

Using SPSS ...................................................................................   61 

Table 4.7 The Calculation of T-test Using SPSS .............................................   61 

 

 

 

 



xvii 
 

 

LIST OF FIGURES 

 

FIGURE                                                                                                     PAGE 

Figure 2.1 Writing Process ......................................................................  13 

Figure 4.1the Distribution Frequency of students’ pre-test Score for  

         Experimental Group  ......................................................................  105 

Figure 4.2 the Frequency Distribution of students’ post- test Score for  

Experimental Group  ...............................................................................  109 

Figure 4.3 the  Frequency Distribution of students’ pre-test Score for  

Control Group  ........................................................................................  116 

Figure 4.4 the Frequency Distribution of students’ post-test Score for  

                  Control Group  ......................................................................  119 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



xviii 
 

LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS 

 

RT 1 

RT 2 

AVG 

:      

: 

: 

Rater 1 

Rater 2 

Average 

DF : Degree of Freedom 

Ha : Alternative Hypothesis 

Ho : Null Hypothesis 

IAIN : Institute Agama Islam Negeri 

SMA : Sekolah Menengah Atas 

SPSS : Statistical Product and Service Solution 

SD : Standar deviation 

K : Class Interval 

I : Interval of Temporary 

f F : Frequency 

X : Midpoint 

TO : Try Out 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



xix 
 

LIST OF APPENDICES 

 

Appendix 

 

1. The Distribution of try out Result 

2. The Student’s Names of Try Out 

3. The Description of Try Out Scores By Rater 1 

4. The Description of Try Out Scores By Rater 2 

5. Product  Moment Correlation Of Try Out Test At X Ips 1 

6. The Description of Pretest Scores in Experimental Group Taken by Rater 1 

and Rater 2 

7. The Description of Pretest Score in Control Group Taken by Rater 1 and 

Rater 2 

8. The Description of Posttest Score in Experimental Group Taken by Rater 

1 and Rater 2 

9. The Description of Posttest Score in Control Group Taken by Rater 1 and 

Rater 2 

10. Name of Student’s X 2 Pre Test Experiment 

11. Name of Student’s X 1 Pre test Control 

12. Test item for pre-test experiment and control group and Test item for post-

test experiment and control group 

13. The Comparison of Pre-test and Post-test Score of Experimental and 

Control Group 

14. Table T 



xx 
 

15. Testing the Normality and the Homogeneity 

16. The Result of Pretest Score of Experimental Group 

17. Research Schedule 

18. Syllabus and lesson plan 

19. Letters 

20. Students product 

21. Documentation 

22. Curriculum vitae 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



xxi 
 

REFERENCES 

Adnan, M, L., Reliability of Language Skill Assessment Result. Jurnal Ilmu   

Pendidikan, 2010. 

Alfisyah, The vocabulary teaching strategies (a case study on the fifth grade 

student of min model pahandut of palangkaraya),STAIN Palangka Raya : 

Unpublished, 2010.  

Ali, Merc.,The effect of comic strips on efl reading comprehension, Thesis, 

Turkey: Anadolu University Press, 2013. 

Arikunto, S., Prosedur Penelitian suatu Pendekatan praktek, Jakarta: PT. Rineka 

Cipta, 2002. 

Arsyad. A., Media Pengajaran, Jakarta: PT Raja agro findopersada, 2000. 

Ary, Donal., Introduction to Research in Education (Eight edition), United State: 

Wadsworth (engange learning), 2010. 

Candra, Lewis., Technology Media and Methods. New York: Mc Grow Hill 

Company, 1977. 

Djiwandono, M. Soenardi., Tes Bahasa dalam Pengajaran ,Bandung: penerbit 

ITB, 1996. 

Douglas, Brown.,Teaching by Principles: An Interactive Approach to Language 

Pedagogy. San Francisco: State University, 2001. 

Dullay, Heidi., Language Two. New York: Oxford University Press, 1982. 

Fauziati, Endang.,Teaching English as a Foreign Language. Surakarta: 

Muhammadiyah University Press, 2002. 

Furaidah.,Advanced Writing. Jakarta: Pusat Penerbitan Terbuka, 2002. 

Heaton, J. B., Writing English Language Tests. Longman, 1975. 

Honrby, A., Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary of Current English.Oxford 

University Press, 1995. 

Hornby, A., Oxford Advanced Learners’ Dictionary. London: Oxford Progressive 

Press, 2002.  

Kenneth, Beare.,Writing Narrative Paragraphs I- Things Happening Over Time, 

(Online) (http://esl.about.com/od/writing_narrative_paragraphs.html) 

accessed on 6
th

. 2010. 

Lutfifati, N.I., Using Comic Strips to Improve Eighth Grade Students’ Ability in 

Writing Narrative Text at SMP 9 Malang, Unpublished Undergraduate 

Thesis, Malang: State University of Malang, 2011. 

http://esl.about.com/od/writing_narrative_paragraphs.html


xxii 
 

McCloud, Scott., Understanding Comics. America: HarperCollins Publisher, Inc, 

1993. 

Megawati, Fika.,Comic strips: a study on the teaching of writing narrative texts to 

Indonesian efl students, Thesis, Malang: Universitas Negeri Press, 2012. 

Norman, E. Gronlund., Measurement And Evaluation In Teaching (Fifth Edition), 

New York: Macmilan Publishing Company, 1985. 

Purwanitasari, L., Using Comic Strips to Improve the Ability of Students of SMP 

Negeri 2 Malang in Writing Recount Text, Unpublished Undergraduate 

Thesis, Malang: State University of Malang, 2010. 

Pusat Kurikulum( Puskur ).,Standar isi Bahasa Inggris ( Content Standard for 

English), Jakarta, 2006. 

Riduan.,Metode dan teknik Menyusun Thesis .Bandung: Alfabeta, 2004. 

Ridwan.,Metode dan Teknik Penyusun Thesis Bandung: Alfabeta, 2009. 

Royanti.,The Use of English Comics to Improve Students' Ability in Story 

Retelling, Thesis Stratum One. State University of Semarang, 2007. 

Sabarun., The Effectiveness of Using an outline in Writing Expository Essay. 

STAIN Palangka Raya: Unpublished, 2010. 

Saleh, M., Pengantar Penelitian Pengajaran Bahasa. Semarang: IKIP Semarang 

Press, 2001. 

  

Saleh., ‘Pembelajaran Concept of the Teaching of Diary Writing’ in available. 

2003.  

 

Sari, D, Novita., Teaching Writing Using Guided Writing and free Writing 

Techniques in Making Narration Text by the Second Year Students of 

SMAN-1 of Sampit. Thesis Palangka Raya: STAIN, 2008. 

 

Sudarwati.,Look Ahead An English Course for Senior High School Students Year 

X. Jakarta: Erlangga, 2007. 

Sudjana.,Metode Statistika, Bandung:Tarsito, 1996. 

Surapranata, S., Analisis, Validitas, Realibilitas, dan Interpretasi Hasil Tes 

Implementasi Kurikulum, bandung: PT Remaja Rosda Karya, 2005. 

 

 

 

 



xxiii 
 

WEBSITE 

Https://www.unodc.org/pdf/who_materials.com. 

TypetextNarrative. (Online)(http://lisinmuh.blogspot.com/2009/12/narrative.html) 

accessed on July 3
th

,2010.s 

Http://www.Tarmizi.Word Press.com (Accessed on March, 13
th 

2013). 

 

 

https://www.unodc.org/pdf/who_materials.com
http://lisinmuh.blogspot.com/2009/12/narrative.html
http://www.tarmizi.word/

